Teller Calls 
For A-Blast 
On the Moon 

Nuclear Scientist 
Says Such Explosion 
Would Aid Studies 
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H-bomb pioneer Edward 
Teller proposed yesterday 
that a nuclear bomb be ex- 
ploded on the moon to find 
out what it’s made of. 

Teller’s address to the 
American Physical Society 
meeting here marked a day in 
which he was an. indirect tar- 
get of criticism by physicist- 
author Ralph Lapp and the 
direct target of arguments by 
a self-styled scientific truth 
squad that wants to limit nu- 
clear testing. 

Teller said that the use of 
an “appropriately buried, 
small nuclear explosive” as a 
kind of artificial earthquake is 
the- only way to find out about 
the interior of the moon. He. 
believes the theory that the 
moon does not have earth- 
quakes, or moonquakes; much 
geophysical knowledge about 
the earth’s interior has come 
as a result of earthquakes or 
volcanic activity. 

Stresses Nuclear Research 

Teller, who opposed the 
treaty thatr rules out nuclear 
testing in the atmosphere and 
who currently favors an im- 
mediate start on a limited ; 
anti-ballistics missile system, 
devoted his speech to reasons ' 
why' research in nuclear explo- f 
sives" is important to his fel- 
low scientists. e 

He said his physicist c 
friends, “partieuiarly younger c 
men,” are uninformed v 


the research done at the Liv- 
ermore laboratory of the 
University of California under 
Government contract. 

Among other things, he 
said, “clean and cheap” hydro- 
gen-bomb explosions could dig 
a sea-level canal best across 
the Isthmus of Panama or 
gain access to sulphur-free 
gas deep in the ground. 

Touching on, weapons, Tel- 
ler backtracked on his earlier 
belief that an antihallistic mis- 
sile system could be devel- 
oped only through atmospher- 
ic testing. 

A Change of Mind 

“I have learned something 
new,” he told the physicists, 
and said he now thinks that 
the system could be devel- 
oped, though , not as well, by 
underground tests. 

“I am not trying to settle 
the problem” of whether an 
antimissile system would do 
any good against a Russian 
attack, Teller said. “I can’t.” 

But he argued that research 
must continue in order to an- 
swer the question. i 

Ralph Lapp’s speech to the 
Midwest Conference of Politi- 
cal Scientists in Lafayette, In- 
diana, was primarily devoted 
to arguments against devel- 
®P men t of just such a system. 
The text was released here. 

“We live in a day when the 
scientific research laboratory 1 
has become the birthplace of -■ 
modem weapons,” Lapp said, ■ 
later referring specifically to • 
Teller’s Livermore laboratory. 

“The more we are addicted 
to arms, the more will the cul-i 
ture pervade our every way of 
life and become self-per- 
petuating . . .” 

Lapp argued that “our socie- 
ty needs an. information de- 
fense against the bogus ar- 
guments of the weapons cul- 
tists.” 

“We need atomic ombuds- 
men,” Lapp said. 



